
Mapúa now a University

Mapúa receives 3-star rating from QS

Last May 9 the Commission on Higher Education granted 
university status to Mapúa, a clear manifestation of the 
University’s enhanced quality assurance system and high-
caliber education and research. 

 Founded in 1925, Mapúa started as a night school 
offering Civil Engineering and Architecture courses. The 
school was envisioned to be a training ground for future 
engineers and architects while the country was then busy 
with nation-building. 
	 After	 nine	 decades	 and	 with	 the	 significant	
investments in quality enhancement after the takeover 
of the school by the Yuchengco Group at the turn of 
the century, Mapúa is now recognized as a premier 
engineering and technological school that has produced 
a	 number	 of	 well-renowned	 professionals	 in	 the	 field	
of science, engineering, and technology. For its run, 
Mapúa is also making a name in the generation of new 
knowledge with several high-impact research projects 
being done by Mapúan researchers here and abroad. 
 “The grant of university status caps a protracted 
process of quality enhancement in Mapúa education 
and	of	research	capability	building.	We	feel	fulfilled	and	
honored by this award. It behooves us to strive to reach 
even greater heights,” said Mapúa president and chief 
executive	officer	Dr.	Reynaldo	B.	Vea.
	 Distinguished	 alumnus,	 Engr.	 Alfonso	 C.	 Supetran	
congratulated Mapúa saying he has more reason to be 
proud to be a Mapúan. 
 “Now that it is a University, there will be more 
prestige and recognition to the alumni community 
especially	abroad,”	he	said.	Engr.	Supetran	is	a	graduate	
of	BS	Chemical	Engineering	and	is	 the	founder	of	ACS	
Manufacturing Corporation. 
 
University status
	 Because	of	the	change	of	the	school’s	name	to	Mapúa	
University, graduates in the coming years will have 

easier entry into global jobs that are of a higher level 
than those accorded to graduates of institutes. The 
name change matters especially in many countries that 
note	if	a	graduate’s	academic	credentials	bear	the	name	
“university” or “institute.” 
 In addition, Mapúa will now have greater access 
to extramural funding for high-impact research, 
innovation, and development of the university that 
is being undertaken by Mapúan researchers here and 
abroad.
 In recent years, Mapúa has been making strides in the 
field	of	 research	 through	several	 leading	edge	projects.	
In fact, Mapúa has spent several hundred millions for 
research and development since 2012, including the 
construction of a research building that was inaugurated 
in	2014.	Several	hundred	millions	more	have	also	been	
granted	by	 the	Department	of	 Science	and	Technology		
(DOST)	for	a	number	of	projects.
	 Mapúa’s	 research	building,	 a	 state-of-the-art	 facility	
for various laboratories, currently houses active research 
on nano-membrane technology wherein student and 
faculty researchers develop membranes for applications 
in environmental and biomedical engineering. It is also 
home to government-funded research, such as the recently 
completed	 Phil-LiDAR	 projects	 undertaken	 by	 School	
of Electrical, Electronics, and Computer Engineering 
(EECE)	 and	 the	 School	 of	 Civil,	 Environmental,	 and	
Geological	Engineering	(CEGE).
 The University has also encouraged its faculty 
members to do research by sending them to universities 
abroad to earn their post-graduate degrees.  
	 One	of	the	significant	criterion	for	the	university	status	
grant is the number of research publications in reputable 
and internationally refereed journals, a requirement 
that Mapúa has met through several research papers 
published by its students and faculty. 
 “What we have been able to show is our capability 
to do research. We now have 90 faculty members out of 

social and civic activities for human development. 
 The four-star rating on the Inclusiveness and Teaching 
categories, meanwhile, shows that Mapúa is providing every 
student a chance to experience the high quality education that 
the University is known for by providing an extensive array of 
scholarships	and	financial	grants	to	low-income	families.	

Evaluation and internationalization 
 According	 to	 Mapúa	 University’s	 Executive	 Vice	
President	 for	Academic	Affairs	Dr.	 Bonifacio	T.	Doma,	 Jr.,	
the	QS	Stars	rating	shows	the	strengths	of	the	University	and	
what qualities need to be improved. 
	 “The	 rating	 clarifies	 to	 us	 what	 activities	 and	
improvements we need to implement in order to provide 
more	quality	education	for	our	students,”	Dr.	Doma	said.	
	 He	 added	 that	 the	 rating	 will	 boost	Mapúa’s	 presence	
in the international scene and will serve as guidance 
on how the University can further bolster its efforts in 
internationalization. 
	 “As	 significant	 as	 our	 advancements	 have	 been	 in	
internationalization, there is still a need to increase our 
inbound and outbound students and faculty. The University 
should also forge linkages with more universities abroad 
for	 actual	 researches	 and	 projects,”	 he	 said.	 The	 QS	
evaluation said that there are already 17 active international 
collaborations that the University have.

Next step 
 “We have	 identified	 the	 things	 we	 need	 to	 do	 for	 the	
further	advancement	of	the	University,”	said	Dr.	Doma.	
	 He	added	that	by	adhering	to	the	criteria	set	by	the	QS	
for the star rating, the University already has a strategic plan 
for the further improvement of several aspects—research, 
internationalization, facilities, and others. These will then 
trickle	down	to	the	community	and	Mapúa’s	stakeholders.	
 “All these will redound to the continuous improvement 
of student services, quality of teaching, and learning facilities, 
thus further improving the delivery, as good as it already is, 
of quality education in Mapúa,” he concluded. 

Mapúa University, one of the country’s premier engineering and 
technological school, is on its way to fulfill its vision—to become one 
of the best universities in the world.

 As testament to its commitment to delivering high-
quality education for the global and digital age, Mapúa 
University	received	a	three-star	overall	rating	from	London’s	
Quacquerelli	Symonds	(QS).
	 The	QS	Stars	 is	a	 rating	system	that	gives	students	and	
the international community a wider picture of a higher 
education	institution’s	strengths	and	qualities.	A	university	
is evaluated in a broad range of categories wherein it is 
awarded	a	rating	from	zero	to	five	for	each	category,	as	well	
as an overall rating. 
	 Mapúa	 received	 a	 five-star	 rating	 in	 the	 categories	 of	
employability, facilities, and social responsibility; and four 
stars in inclusiveness and teaching. 
 According to Mapúa University President and Chief 
Executive	 Officer	 Dr.	 Reynaldo	 B.	 Vea,	 the	 award	 further	
elevates the national stature of the University and of all its 
constituents and introduces Mapúa to a wider global market 
“in a very favorable light.” 
 “These should encourage our students, faculty, 
administrators	 and	 officers	 to	 work	 for	 further	 quality	
improvement	and	for	the	award	of	even	more	QS	stars,”	Dr.	
Vea	said.	“We	wish	that	the	ensuing	virtuous	cycle	of	quality	
improvement could be sustained over the long haul and lead to 
the faster growth and heightened viability of the University.”

Categories
 The University’s	 five-star	 rating	 on	 employability,	 a	
core	criteria	for	the	QS	rating,	shows	Mapúa’s	commitment	
in training its students to become professionals who are 
ready and able to compete in the global economy of today. 
Further, the rating indicates that employers prefer Mapúa 
graduates for employment. 
	 Mapúa	also	got	a	five-star	rating	in	Learning	Environment/
Facilities	and	Social	Responsibility,	which	shows	the	university’s	
high standards in providing the utmost student experience for 
its students, and at the same time encourages participation in 

the 243 full-time faculty members who are very active in 
research,”	Dr.	Vea	said.	

Internationalization 
 Mapúa has been establishing linkages with universities 
and	research	institutions	worldwide	through	the	Office	
of	International	Linkages	for	Research	and	Development	
(ILRAD).	
	 Mapúa’s	 active	 participation	 in	 the	 international	
community by means of partnering with different 
research institutions is an initial step towards achieving 
international	 recognition	 as	 among	 the	 world’s	 best	
research, development, and innovation institutions. 
 Aside from research-focused linkages, the University 
also has partnerships for international on-the-job 
trainings, plant visits, student and faculty exchange 
programs, and summer and English camps. 
 “In linking up with other schools abroad, we have 
been able to widen the latitude of areas of cooperation,” 
said	Dr.	Vea.	“It	has	also	improved	our	stature	to	facilitate	
even more linkages with foreign schools.”

Expansion
	 With	 the	 grant	 of	 university	 status,	 a	 significant	
change that the University will undergo is the expansion 
of	 its	 degree	 program	 offerings	 in	 the	 field	 of	 social	
sciences and the arts and letters. 
 “An engineer, architect, or IT professional is expected 
to be able to address not only the technical components 
of the problem, but he should also deeply understand 
the social, the environmental, and ethical considerations 
that	would	be	inherently	linked	to	the	problem,”	Dr.	Vea	
said. “This is a core desired outcome of our programs.”
 He emphasized that these new programs will be 
established	not	only	as	support	to	Mapúa’s	engineering	
and computing programs but as academic programs in 
their own right. This move will lead to research in other 
areas thus contributing to the generation of knowledge 
in	fields	other	than	engineering	and	computing.	It	should	
further	strengthen	the	faculty	in	these	fields.
	 Aside	 from	 this,	 Dr.	 Vea	 also	 sees	 an	 opportunity	
to	 enhance	 Mapúa’s	 multi-disciplinary	 work	 either	 in	
research or in the application of knowledge. In 2005, 
Mapúa chose Psychology to be the core social sciences 
program because it can be combined with information 
sciences	 for	 developments	 in	 the	 field	 of	 artificial	
intelligence. 

Retaining tradition
 In the next few years, as Mapúa University traverses 
the	 field	 of	 education,	Dr.	 Vea	 envisions	 the	 school	 to	
produce even better engineers, as the name Mapúa is 
deeply associated with engineering among people in the 
Philippines and in some parts of the world. 
 However, he stressed that Mapúa University should 
be known as a university that contributes not only to 
engineering	and	technology	but	to	other	fields	as	well.	
 “The way I think about it is in terms of synergy. 
If we improve our engineering programs, then we 
improve the other programs as well and vice-versa. As 
a university, we shall operate over and contribute to a 
wider	intellectual	front,”	Dr.	Vea	said.	

Message from the 
Distinguished Alumni

(L-R) School of Graduate Studies Dean Dr. Jonathan W.L. Salvacion; Mapúa President and CEO Dr. Reynaldo B. Vea; Executive Vice President 
for Academic Affairs Dr. Bonifacio T. Doma, Jr.; Registrar Lobella G. Damian; and Continuous Quality Improvement Office Director Cesar C. 
Coronado receive the university status grant for Mapúa at the Commission on Higher Education on May 18, 2017.

Let me take this occasion to congratulate the administration, faculty, and staff of 
Mapúa for the award of University status by the Commission on Higher Education. 

 Mapúa Institute of Technology is recognized for its excellence in engineering 
and technology not only in the Philippines but also worldwide. It has produced 
top-caliber engineers who are recognized for their excellence. This award is a 
long overdue testament of recognition of its excellence and merit to be Mapúa 
University. 

 This gives the alumni community more reason to be proud to be a Mapúan. 

 Again, congratulations!

Alfonso C. Supetran
President/CEO
ACS Manufacturing Corporation

As we celebrate another milestone of global excellence in our institution of 
learning, the Mapúa University stands proud to face another challenge of 
commitment to serve and be more competitive in its educational perspective in 
going to greater heights. Our University status is now a proof that we are strong 
in our advocacy in attaining both local and international calibre of excellence 
especially in our chosen field of endeavours. Thereby, achievements at its bests are 
at the forefront of this challenge. On behalf of the National Association of Mapúa 
Alumni (NAMA), the officers, trustees, advisers and the whole Mapúa Alumni 
community wish to extend our warmest salute and highest esteem to Mapúa 
University, our beloved Alma Mater!

CONGRATULATIONS and MABUHAY!!!      

Viva Mapúa University!

Proud to be a Mapùan!

Rodolph G. Cannu 
NAMA President 2017-2018
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Mapúa now a University

Helen Y. Dee
Chair
Board of Trustees

The CHED’s grant of university status to the school is a testament to the high quality 
of Mapúa education. As high as it already was when the YGC acquired the school 
at the turn of the century, the level of quality has been further significantly elevated 
as evidenced, among others, by successful pioneering efforts at international 
accreditation.

Answering the need for investments to improve the Philippine education system, 
we have deployed resources to elevate the standards of our academic programs and 
to support research in order to reach global benchmarks. We believe that so much 
more needs to be done as we do our task of supplying the Philippine economy 
with quality professionals and with new knowledge and innovations. Always, as 
in our other YGC members, we adhere to principles of excellence as we go about 
performing this role. 

Congratulations to the men and women of Mapúa University for showing their 
capability for concerted and sustained long-term action!

In its continuous pursuit of global excellence, Mapúa has turned possibilities into 
realities. For one, the awarding of the university status by the Commission on 
Higher Education is a clear recognition that the school has successfully performed 
its mission of instruction, research, and extension. It has also proven itself to be a 
credible international player when the esteemed Quacquarelli Symonds gave the 
University a three-star rating—a feat that will propel Mapúa University to broader 
international dimensions. 

Bonifacio T. Doma Jr., Ph.D.  
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs   
Mapúa University

Since year 2000 we have striven to build upon Mapúa’s vaunted tradition of 
excellence and parlay it towards successful engagement in an increasingly global 
and digital world. 

Working towards a vision of becoming an international center of excellence 
and of ranking among the best universities in the world, we moved to build our 
international credentials via ABET accreditation and to strengthen our research 
capability through faculty development and international partnerships. 

Since global education standards were increasingly being defined and established 
in terms of desired academic program outcomes we adopted Outcomes-Based 
Education (OBE) in a big way. Furthermore, we harnessed digital education, also 
in a big way, to support OBE and to extend our global reach. The confluence of all 
these efforts has helped us gain university status, which had all the while also been 
one of our long-term objectives. 

Now, in turn, our newfound status shall boost our progress towards the attainment 
of our vision. Thank you, Mapúa community and partners!

Reynaldo B. Vea, Ph.D. Berkeley  
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Mapúa University                                           
Malayan Colleges Laguna     
Malayan High Scool of Science

It is truly an honor and a blessing for the Mapúan community to celebrate the 
first-ever university week. After the rigorous process that Mapúa went through, it 
is finally recognized as a university and was even given a three-star rating by no 
less than the renowned Quacquerelli Symonds (QS). With these achievements, 
Mapúa has proven its standing as one of the powerhouse institutions of higher 
learning, strengthening its commitment to deliver world-class education to 
students. Congratulations to us all. Viva Mapúa! 

Dionisia Lanuza, Ph.D. 
Senior High School Principal      
Mapúa University

It is with great pride that I share with the joy of our highly esteemed Alma Mater 
and her entire educational community in the celebration of another significant 
milestone in her storied pursuit of educational excellence: the achievement of 
university status. 

For this feat,  I resonate what the Holy Book says:“Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  
The arduous journey to this milestone is not just a great story of highly successful 
Mapuans, purpose-driven educators, and vision and mission driven leadership 
reaping the harvest; it is an inspiring story worth looking back for our everyday 
reflection. From this, we can continue to draw strength and courage that will not 
only ignite all Mapua schools to dream big, but also fuel them to persevere and 
conquer all obstacles, soaring ablaze as a beacon of light both in the local and 
global educational harvest fields.

 In behalf of the Malayan Colleges Laguna (MCL) Community, my heartfelt 
congratulations to all who have selflessly contributed their humble part towards 
the realization of this landmark achievement.

 Viva Mapua University!

Engr. Dennis H. Tablante     
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 
Malayan Colleges Laguna 

On behalf of Malayan High School of Science, we extend our heartiest 
congratulations to Mapúa University for the recognition and achievement  
in Education. 

With its strong commitment to quality education, Mapúa University has 
proven its worth and has gained the much-deserved recognition.  

Congratulations Mapúa University for your wonderful journey and success. 
We hope for the same in the future. 

Emmillie Joy B. Mejia 
Principal 
Malayan High School of Science
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CORPORATE ENTITY 

13

8,283
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Engr. Glecy Cabrera-Estrella

Engr. Freddie P. Yumang
Petron Bataan Refinery

J.F. Cancio 
and Associates Maxtronix, Inc.

GDL Capsule 
Phils., Inc.
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